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External Funding Trends 
 
UNCG’s faculty, staff, and students continue to make a difference in their scholarship, research, 
and creative activity.  From prestigious awards to advances in innovation and science to the 
integration of research in the classroom, UNCG efforts support the healthy lives and vibrancy of 
our Piedmont Triad community, our state, and beyond.  Since the beginning of this fiscal year, 
we have received over $16 million in awards, over half a million ahead of last year.  Relative to 
last year, increases are noted in local government contracts as well as collaborations with other 
educational and research institutions. Submissions are down in the first third of the year, but 
due to the cyclical nature of grant submissions/awards, there tends to be a drop in submissions 
following a year with significant increases in submissions (such as last year).   
 
  

 7/1/15 to 10/31/15 7/1/14 to 10/31/14 

SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

 143 $29,765,372 168 $61,282,669 

AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 

 108 $16,102,240 105 $15,509,685 

 
Selected Highlights 
 
Dr. Oberlies and Dr. Cech, faculty in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry has 
received a U54 award from the NIH National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health 
(NCCIH) in collaboration with colleagues at the University of Washington and Washington State 
University.  The goal of the $10 million, five-year program is to study a series of herbal remedies 
with respect to how they may affect the metabolism of drugs taken concomitantly. 

 
Dr. Holly Sienkiewicz, Director of the Center for New North Carolinians received funding from 
the North Carolina Council for Women to address family violence in multi-ethnic refugee 
communities using a three-pronged approach to address domestic violence with refugees in 
Guilford County that includes: 1) continued collaboration between domestic violence and 
refugee service providers; 2) awareness and education pertaining to the various manifestations 
of family violence in relocated refugee populations; and 3) increased capacity and infrastructure 
to better meet the needs of refugee victims of family violence. 

 



The Joint School of Nanoscience and Nanoengineering (JSNN) has teamed up with Georgia 
Tech to create the Southeastern Nanotechnology Infrastructure Corridor (SENIC), a partnership 
that will receive $8 million over five years. JSNN will receive $1.8 million, allowing companies 
and organizations to use JSNN facilities, tools and resources to test and develop technology 
through the fabrication of nanostructures.  This is just one of 16 awards across the nation from 
the National Science Foundation to drive innovation in nanoscale science, engineering, and 
technology. 

Professor of English, Dr. Christopher Hodgkins has received a $250,000 National Endowment 
for the Humanities Scholarly Editions grant. The funding will support the production of George 
Herbert: Complete Prose, with Latin and Greek Verse over the course of three years. The 
researchers will collect high-resolution digital captures of all Herbert’s known works. UNCG’s 
Walter Clinton Jackson Library already has one of the largest Herbert collections in the country.  
This addition will add a definitive resource of all future Herbert studies.  

Dr. Kelly Rulison, Assistant Professor in Public Health Education (PHE) is investigating 
what role peers play in the development of substance abuse and how can this information be 
used to develop in intervention to discourage risky behavior in adolescents. With funding from 
the National Institute of Drug Abuse, Rulison collaborates with other colleagues from PHE as 
well as Penn State and the University of Rochester. 
 
In addition to world class performances and instruction, UNCG’s School of Music, Theatre, and 
Dance has a number of innovative community-engaged initiatives organized under the umbrella 
of the Community Arts Collaborative (CAC).  The mission is to the Greensboro community, 
especially children, with the personal and artistic benefits that result from education and training 
in the arts. One program is Arts After School, a unique partnership among UNCG, the Salvation 
Army Boys and Girls Club of Greensboro, Greensboro Parks and Recreation, and City Arts. Arts 
After School includes small group violin and guitar classes at the Caldcleugh Multicultural Arts 
Center, a play-writing seminar with UNCG faculty and students, and the chance to see their 
work performed by professional actors. The music teaching artists will offer violin classes and 
private violin lessons in a second location at the Central Branch of the Boys and Girls Club of 
Greensboro. Instruments for Arts After School are generously provided by the Greensboro 
Symphony and Moore Music. 
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